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What is included at Hungerford Elementary 
School-Advanced Curriculum Academy?

STEM
Aviation Lab 
3rd grade – 5th grade

Coding Robotics
Pre-k-2nd grade

International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program
EVERY student receives the Primary Years Program



WHAT IS OUR MISSION?
Hungerford Elementary Mission Statement: 

“With the involvement of families, communities, and global partnerships Hungerford Elementary School will 

foster successful lifelong learners. Our community of leaders and lifelong learners will gain global 

exposure using technology and challenging instruction focusing on key academic skills.”

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who 

help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop 

challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong 

learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

IB Mission Statement: 



AVIATION LAB & 
CODING ROBOTICS

Innovative and exciting approach for teaching 
the STEM principles.

Design

Problem solving

Math: Geometry, Algebra, Trigonometry, 
Physics, Geography, Topography, and 
Meteorology

Encourages solving complex problems

Using multiple math and science disciplines



WHAT IS INTERNATIONAL  
BACCALAUREATE (IB)?

The IB philosophy focuses on the development of the whole child: academic,  social, 
physical and emotional. It focuses on the Learner Profile,  encouraging young people 
to become inquirers, thinkers, communicators, risk-takers, knowledgeable, principled, 

caring, open-minded, balanced and reflective. Through the inquiry based approach to 
teaching and learning,  the curriculum addresses three inter-related questions:

What do we want to learn? How 

best will we learn?

How will we know what we have learned?

http://www.cis-edu.dk/uploaded/POI_Front_Pages_2012-13.pdf
http://www.cis-edu.dk/uploaded/AcademicPDFs/Primary_Academic_docs/How_Primary_Teaching_has_Developed.pdf
http://www.cis-edu.dk/uploaded/Primary_Parent_Handbook_2012-13.pdf


WHAT IS THE PRIMARYYEARS  
PROGRAM (PYP)?

➢Promotes the construction of knowledge

➢Promotes inquiry as a pedagogicalapproach

➢Creates a concept drivenprogram

➢Strikes a balance between the transdisciplinary
program of  inquiry and traditional disciplines

➢Promotes international-mindedness

➢Requires formative and summativeassessment



5 ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS

The 5 essential elements work together to create a successful  
inquiry-based curriculum.

 Knowledge- What we want the learners to know.

 Concepts- What we want the learners to understand.

 Skills- What we want the learners to be able to do.

 Attitude- What we want the learners to feel, value and demonstrate.

 Actions- How we want the learners to act.



KNOWLEDGE
The PYP Program at Hungerford allows learners to participate in  
transdisciplinary units each year, called units of inquiry.

Each of these units:

★ Is significant, relevant andchallenging

★ Builds on priorknowledge

★ Involves learners in a range of learningactivities

★ Requires learners to engage in positive action

★ Integrates diverse subject areas whenever meaningful andappropriate



KEY CONCEPTS
The PYP encourages learners to use 8 key concepts to help guide the inquiry.  

By focusing on these concepts, learners develop higher order thinking skills and 

better questioning  techniques.

 Form- What is it like?

 Function- How does it work?  

 Change- How is it changing?  

 Causation- Why is it like it is?

 Connection- How is it connected to other things?  

 Perspective- What are points of view?

 Responsibility- What is our responsibility?

 Reflection- How do we know?



Approaches to Learning

 Social Skills

 Research Skills

 Thinking Skills

 Communication Skills

 Self- management Skills

Development of these skills is incorporated throughout 
the units of inquiry.

*Fifth Grade Exhibition is a culmination of the PYP
learning.

The PYP views the development of these skills as essential for the successof 

the learner: 



ACTION CYCLE
❖The PYP seeks to develop positive  attitudes 

and action towards  others and their 
community.  Learners are actively engaged 
in  learning about issues and themes  of 
universal significance.

❖The Action Cycle is used throughout the entire 
day; learning, challenging moments, and 
general interaction with others. 

❖Learners take socially responsible  action.



NEXT STEPS for Hungerford
This year Hungerford Elementary is in Year 1.5 as a *candidate school* for  the Primary Years 

Program. We are pursuing authorization as an IB  World School. These are schools that share a 

common philosophy--- a  commitment to high quality, challenging, international education that  

Hungerford believes is important for our learners. We will submit our  application for 

authorization by December 1st of this year (2021) and will have an authorization visit in the spring 

of 2022.

*Only schools authorized by the International Baccalaureate (IB) as IB  World Schools can offer 

any of its three academic programs: the IB  Primary Years Program (PYP), the IB Middle Years 

Program (MYP), or  the IB Diploma Program. Candidate status gives no guarantee that  

authorization will be granted.


